                                        Dear ladies and gentleman!
The New Roma-Hope was established in February 17th 2003. in order to make stronger one of the biggest Roma-community on the area of North-Eastern BIH. The organization started to work in 1996, although she is registered in february 2003. There are no employees that work permanently, but there is an adequate working space. The organization achieved significant results during her work. There are six volunteers employed in the organization, and the president of the association works on a voluntary basis too. Until now, the organization realized several projects and the most important is “.Roma-community “ where the youth of Roma nationality participated in activities that include cleaning and keeping clean the Lukavac area.

In August 2003, The organization realized the project “ Roma-Summer School “ where about 40 children were gathered and they were allowed to spend six weeks in elementary school “ Lukavac City “. The main donors of these projects are: The Embassy of Great Britain, OSCE and the Ministry of Education of Tuzla canton. Also, the elementary school of Lukavac City participated in this project.

The donor of the project “ Lets educate all Roma children “ realized from January 2004 till March 2004, was ADF, and the purpose of this project was to enroll Roma-children in elementary school.

The Organization “ Save The Children UK “ in partnership with the Organization “ The New Roma-Hope “ implemented the project named “ The promotion of The Enrolment of Roma-Children in Roma-Communities of Tuzla Canton “. The project lasted for two months during summer vacation.

Successfully implemented peoject “ Lets Create The Future “ was financially supported by the foundation from Sarajevo “ Soroš “. The purpose of this activity was education of ten Roma-women in sewing in the period of six months, and this project enabled permanent employment.

It is very important to mention the project of the world bank that financed the project “ Education of Roma-Organizations in Management and Leadership “. The project lasted for three months and it was organized by New Roma-Hope.

In December 18th 2008, we signed the contract with Care International, in wich we ( as full partners ) are going to increase the capacity of our organization. In cooperation with Care International we managed to enter 100 percent of Roma-poeple in a register of births.

A number of projects were realized on humanitarian grounds too, such as projects concerning infrastucture: Electrification of Roma-Communities, Watersupplying and laying down the road communications with assphalt.  

Long time ago we stopped the implementation of the projects that the Government should finance.

There are four action plans that are verified by all ministries on the country's level.Those are plans for education, medical care, housing care and employment of Roma. Therefore, we want through our request towards your organisation make our country to finance these plans. First of all, we think that, the local authorities are responsible for the improvement  of educational and socio-economic position of Roma.

It is important to mention that the new law is adopted, and it suggests that the representatives of the national minorities should participate in municipal councils. On our canton, according to the census from 1991, national minorities should have one or two representatives in the municipal councils. Since the Roma are the biggest national minority, it is possible that the great number of those representatives will be from the Roma population. In that way it will be easier to make influence on local authorities and contribute to the better integration of Roma. But at this moment the only valuable documents are the existing action plans.

Most of the districts of Tuzla Canton do not even know that such documents exist, not to mention their applying. Our organization in cooperation with other Roma organizations would like to inform the population and the local authorities about such documents and make them to apply those documents.

Please answer us so that we can make quality-project according to the European standards , and also we ask you to inform us about the possible amount of your donation.

On the area of Lukavac lives over 2400 Roma and only six persons work permanently in municipal serveces “ RAD “ in Sodium Bicarbonate factory “ FS Lukavac “ as manual workers, not to mention that non of the Roma-women is working.

Only three Roma-families are receiving constant financial help as a social protection. Only five families are receiving personal and dissability pension, and only three employees have right to retire. This situation represents the real picture of Roma-life in Lukavac. The main reasons for this are: inadequate education, the fact that 85% percent of Roma are illiterate or half-illiterate, and even 97% percent of Roma-women are often abused together with their children and they usually have to be baggers. In that way women and children are a source of financing. Expect by begging, Roma earn their money by collecting secundary raw materials, and only a few of them are engaged in blackmarketing.

About 65% percent of Roma-poeple does not have health-insurance nor social.insurance. We can say that they are merely suviving. The average Roma-familie has for or five children and it is the same situacion everywhere in Canton.

The area of Tuzla Canton counts 15.000 Roma, 49% percent are women or 7.300, and 52% percent of them are under age of 13. The rate of employment is 0,92% percent.

We sortly described the situacion of Roma-families in the Canton of Tuzla. The cause of poverty among all Roma is abvious if we read this text. The main cause is irregular planning of familie. Women do not have right to make decisions, only because they are females and Roma too. They often get married when they are 13 years old. In the age of 16 and 17 they already have 2 or 3 children.
This is a short descriptiom of our organization and from the situation of Roma national minority in our town. Maybe you can help to make it better for all the Roma. You can send an answer on phone numbers 0038761964541 and 0038761964542 or on the mail address:  nova_romska_nada@yahoo.com  

Sincerly, Mahić Enes.          

