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WCI’s Mission and Accomplishments

Women's Centers International (WCI), an Oakland, CA-based non-profit, develops community-based organizations for and by women living in urban slums.  Our goal is to provide the resources needed to enable women and their children to transition out of poverty. WCI’s model is an important innovation.
We establish a safe, dedicated space where women gather for mutual support.
We offer comprehensive training in the areas of greatest need:  income generation, education, health and response to sexual violence.

We partner with local qualified trainers to strengthen the local network of support for the women.
We prepare members, through continuous mentoring, to independently manage the growth of their Center within two years.
WCI opened its first Center in Nairobi, Kenya in 2012.  Within six months, 464 women registered as members. Accomplishments to date include
· 72 women completed the Entrepreneur and Leadership (E&L) Training (a 16-week course);
· 62 women enrolled in the second E&L Training course.
· 15 women trained as Adult Literacy Teachers;
· 36 members are engaged in Literacy training (a nine-month course).
· 78 participants received financial literacy training from Equity Group Foundation.
· 132 members and men from the community are engaged in awareness and planning workshops to address widespread sexual violence in the community.
Baraka Center is the first of a global network of Women’s Centers. The model is an important service innovation that will enable the genius of many thousands of women on the margins of society to refashion prosperous futures for themselves, their children and communities.

The creation of a vibrant women's community and training of its members have profound and lasting positive impact on the economic prospects of an entire community. 

On average, a woman will devote an estimated 90% of her earned income to her household vs. an average of 40% for men. 

Women's empowerment is the KEY to accelerating the social and economic development of marginalized communities throughout the world.
Women’s Centers International is an emerging leader in the movement.

Ways to Participate in WCI’s Work

Center Sponsor
Monthly or one-time contribution

$5,000  supports all Center operations for one month

Program Sponsor
Yearly contributions to sustain a designated program

$20,000 supports the Entrepreneur and Leadership Program for one the full course

$7,000   supports a micro- loan fund for business development

$6,000   supports Literacy training for 40 women for nine months

$1,500   supports the ongoing Sexual Violence Response Program

$1,000   supports Health Education workshops for up to 200 women for two months.

Scholarships 

One time or twice yearly

$150 for one woman to enroll in Literacy training

$250 for one woman to enroll in Entrepreneur and Leadership training

Contact:   Susan Burgess-Lent, Executive Director   

       510-507-4424   

      Susan@WomensCentersIntl.org
Website:  www.WomensCentersIntl.org
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