
 

 
 

Call for Partnership to Address School Absenteeism & Dropout by Young Adolescent Girls in 
Lamu County, Kenya 
19th September, 2019 

 

1. About Toto Centre Initiative: 

Toto Centre Initiative (TCI) is a registered Child Centered Community Based Organization (CBO) 
in Lamu County, Kenya. The organization was founded in January 2019 and officially registered 
as a CBO by the Department of Social Development in Lamu (registration number 
CSD/HDM/LMU/CBO/VOL.V/09448213). 

Our primary mission as a CBO is to work directly with Children, School community members, key 
departments from County and National government, and like-minded Organizations to Address 
and Eliminate Social and Cultural Barriers that affect Education of Boys and Girls in Lamu County. 

To drive and sustain our mission, Toto Centre Initiative is guided by the following: 

i. The Constitution of Kenya (Article 53) on the Rights of Children,  
ii. The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) (Article 11) on a 

Child’s Right to Education and personal development, and; 
iii. United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (Articles 19, 28 and 42) 

on Protection from Violence, Abuse and Neglect; the Right to Education; and the 
State’s obligation to inform children and families of their rights. 
 

2. Our Objectives: 
i. Conduct research to inform current socio-cultural gaps/norms/beliefs affecting 

development of children in the county.  

ii. Use data to design, implement and monitor child protection programs that will 

empower disadvantaged children to understand their rights for their holistic growth 

and development. 

iii. Work with Children, Government officials (County and National), Community 
members, local leadership and likeminded organizations in developing child friendly 
by-laws and policies that will permanently address all forms of violence against 
children 
 

3. Brief Rationale and request for partnership: 

Our various engagements with schools, parents, local organizations and government officials in 
Lamu County have noted with concern that one of the major causes of daily absences or of 
dropping out of school entirely by many girls is the lack of sanitary towels to support them during 
their menstrual cycle. This forces many of them to stay back home so as to avoid harassment and 
shame from their fellow peers in school.  



Continuously missing school every month produce in many of them a lack of interest in 
education, and if they drop out of school they are often exposed to various forms of harassment 
and abuse including defilement and forced early marriage and contributes to the high rate of 
teenage pregnancy in the county. 

We believe, child protection work cannot be achieved by a single organization or institution, and 
that is why we are extending our hand of partnership so that together we can help to keep our 
girls in school. We are ready to partner and work with any organization for synergy and 
sustainable retention, completion and transition of primary education by girls in Lamu County. 

For more information, please reach to us through; 

i. Email: toto.ourcentre@gmail.com, 
ii. Tel: +254 737 592266, 

iii. Twitter: @totocentre  
iv. Facebook @totocentreinitiative 

 

 
May thanks and we look forward to your positive feedback.  
 
 
 
With the Best Kind Regards, 
 
 
 

  
 
________________________ 
Hamisi Dzole 
Co-Founder and Chairperson  
Toto Centre Initiative (TCI) 
Mobile: +254 729 523181 | Email: hamisi.dzoleh@gmail.com 

 

NOTE: Attached below as Annex please find: 

i. CBO registration certificate,  

ii. Reference letters from; 

 State Department of Children Services  

 Kenya Alliance for Advancement of Children (KAACR), a membership and 

network based organization in Kenya. 

 World Vision International (Kenya), and 

 State Department of Social Development  
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ANNEX1: CBO Registration Certificate:  

 



ANNEX 2: Reference Letters from Government and Partner Organizations in Kenya  



 



 

 



 


