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       Harnessing Spiritual Capital for  

       Development (peaceful world)
(A Peaceful World)


“…..I have come so that they may have life and have it in fullness.......”
Intent…..
The Ladies of Substance International Network (LoSIN) is a Christian fellowship established to support women to discover their spiritual strengths and to  walk closely with their God.  As women fellowship and grow in the Lord, characters are formed and shaped and consequently affect their performance in all endeavours leading to a peaceful and progressive society free of all vices.
LoSIN is seeking like-minded organisations and fellowships to partner with from all over the world who will support the work of LoSIN to build a stronger network to bring salvation to the lost, proclaim the good news of the Lord, bring hope to the destitute and liberation to the oppressed.
There will then be peace in the world and we shall experience development in  its true sense.
Introduction
There seems to be so much emphasis on economic growth as a measure of development. Economic growth has not brought happiness in fullness. True happiness is found in a life that is well lived and fulfilled. This will only happen when man and woman has found themselves by identifying their God-given talent and the purpose for which they were created. This is when we will be achieving full development. Development is termed the process of institutional change that must lead to advancing human values, ensuring standards for the welfare of people and improving quality of life of a people.  In this sense development could be seen as a never ending process.  It is a constant change of processes and procedures to ensure that the world in which we live becomes a better place for us all to enjoy.
God created the world; he created the plants, animals and human beings.  He asked Adam and Eve to be in charge of them and told them to be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and take charge of it.

Fruitful in the sense that (wo)man must use their God given talent to be creative, innovative and inventive and be able to add value to what was given to them.  Multiply in the sense of sustainability so that posterity or generations yet unborn will enjoy what we do today.
Since the creation of the world till today the world has evolved and things have changed tremendously.  From primitive society to modern society, from mechanical to the computer age, from colonization past to globalisation present, the world is everyday in the process of change.  Development therefore has no end.  It has been with us since the day of Adam.

In the process of development there has been what we call uneven development.  Some people have become richer and others poorer, some are strong others are weak, some are dominant and others are suppressed.  Some are healthy others are sick, some are living good lives and others are less privileged. Economic growth has not been able to address all this.
Financial capital has been the core of all development efforts of trying to change the conditions of people.  In this case so much emphasis is placed on per capita income or gross domestic product of a nation as it  is used to assess the  level of development and as such quality of life.  Of course “money answereth everything” this is biblical.  The truth is that money has not been able to solve all the problems of the world.  Even the richest and wealthiest countries have problems with violence and inequalities still exist.  Many people are dying today not because of lack of money but because they cannot find any fulfilment in life.  
Social Capital has emerged in the last decade as a concept to solve the problems of poverty and inequality. The idea is that social groupings and relations  based on trust can accrue some benefits to individuals.  Thus, social networks and self- help support and initiatives could be used to better the lives of one another for development.
In these recent years awareness is being created on the concept of Spiritual Capital to address developmental issues. Thus identifying the unique values in individuals and allowing them live to the fullest of their potentials in fulfilment. This can only be granted when the individual recognises the giver and creator of these values and make efforts to build a stronger relationship with this supernatural being. In this context we will focus on the Christianity Religion to induce spiritual capital that could be harnessed for development or in other words, a peaceful world.  This could not be misplaced since the world was created by God and it is him alone that we will find answers to the problems of man.  The United Nations Development Agenda postulates that we may attain quality of life through achievement of the Millennium Development goals.  This assertion is not far from what the Bible offers when Jesus said “He has come that they may have life and have it in abundance” in other ways enjoy quality life.

If financial capital could not do it alone, social capital could not offer it in fullness why not integrate all three reflecting very much on Spiritual Capital to ensure a peaceful world.

We believe that God created man and gave man dominion over the earth.  Why can’t man take charge and make things work as God wanted it to?  The answer is that  (wo)man has not yet come to  a full realisation of themselves, the awareness of their existence, their potentials and destinies that must be lived to bring about change in their situation.  (Wo)man is both a physical and spiritual being and both facets need to be explored so that man can come out of bondage, inner oppression and ignorance.  Spiritual Capital is about going back to the source of life who is  God and having a personal and deeper relationship with him.  “You are oppressed, you suffer and nothing seems to go on for you because you have rejected me God”. 
Spiritual Capital is also recognising the fact that other spiritual beings exist who try to battle against the goodwill of God for His children.  We need then to build a firm and stable relationship with  the Sovereign God so that we will  be empowered to fight the battle to development and total self realisation.  “For we do not battle against flesh and blood, but against powers and spiritual forces of this dark age that we cannot see”.  “Behold the devil roars like a lion seeking whom to devour”.  It is only when we have a steadfast relationship with God that we can escape the trap of the evil that turn to put us into bondage and therefore cannot experience fulfilment.  

In a nutshell,  the world was created on the Word of God and we  must  use the  Word of God as a tool for development in the analogy of Desmond Tutu.  “They used religion to oppress us and we shall use religion to liberate ourselves” refers to evils of colonisation and apartheid.

These days in Ghana many organisations have realised the importance of the spiritual aspect in the physical dealings of man and has therefore opened up prayer rooms in their offices.  Others have acquired the habit of organising periodic thanksgiving services to appreciate the Lord Almighty for His goodness and mercies in their daily work. Gradually, spirituality in the workplace is being promoted for people to identify their high sense of value and of purpose.
Problem Situation
Since the global support for women action and the first ever women’s conference held in Beijing in 1995, women have come to the lime light and initiated a number of women empowerment strategies.  This situation has arisen on the background that, women have been relegated for a long time to the background as the world was seen as a man’s world.  Women therefore had to embark on activities to make in- roads to their out-dooring and visibility as creatures of God created with equal capabilities and endowments as men.

You women have made their mark in this regard.  Many women have risen from the backlog position to a frontline position disregarding former beliefs that put women in limiting beliefs of themselves.  We have had women President and leaders in governments. In the last few years, women have held very sensitive and important positions in government, many women today are in leadership roles and positions.  The instrumental role of women in our society today cannot be overemphasised.  In effect the contributions of women in our homes and workplaces have significant effect on the development processes of our nation.  Thus, the civic, economic, political and social structures can be transformed greatly with women as change agents.
As women become visible in secular leadership and household commitments unfortunately, their dedication to the world of God decreases.  We believe all these efforts of women should be anchored in their spiritual growth and discovering themselves better in the things of the Lord.  The Bible makes it clear that “ the world of God is the foundation for all things.”
As women fellowships and grow in the Lord, characters are formed and shaped and consequently affect their performance in all endeavours leading to a peaceful and progressive society free of all vices.
The Ladies of Substance International Network (LoSIN) has been established to offer these opportunities to women to develop themselves spiritually and also prepare to meet their God “Behold, I am coming soon” (Rev. 22:7).

Ladies of Substance International Network (LoSIN) – God’s Vision for Women

Ladies of Substance International Network (LoSIN) is a career women network or outreach that focuses on the well-being of professional and career women who due to their busy week schedules and their need to take care of the family virtually have little or no time for a strong relationship with God.  LoSIN therefore seek to bring such women together on a common platform, share fellowship, get inspired, Elevated and uplifted in the things of God, as well as share thoughts, ideas, testimonies and welfare of one another and use our resources to benefit our society.  LoSIN is bringing Christian ladies together for prayer, networking, training programmes, conferences and seminars.
Vision

Our vision is to see professional women of all races and nations have a constant relationship with the Holy Spirit and empowered to manifest spiritual gifts and eventually live fulfilled lives according to the plan and purpose of God.  “Jer. 29:11”  “For I know the plans I have for you – plans for your welfare not for evil and to give you a future and a hope”.
“And I wish above all things that as your soul prospereth you shall also proper”.

Aims and Objectives

· To bring Christian Career women together in fellowship 

· To foster the spirit of prayer and evangelism 

· To provide a network of caring for one another in times of difficulty

· To build schools and other establishments for the less privileged in society

· To network with other like-minded association

· To provide guidance and counselling for members and the youth

· To create an enabling environment for the talents and gifting of members to be utilised to the optimum level

To achieve the above objectives LOSIN seeks to operate in the following Ministries:

1. Prayer Ministry

2. Counselling Ministry

3. Campus Ministry

4. Care Ministry; and 

5. Hospital Ministry

Prayer Ministry

This ministry seeks to train persons to pray and have a good understanding of God’s word. Emphasis is placed on the gifting of the Holy Spirit and the ability of the member to understand and operate on their own individual levels. It also seeks to help members discern between God’s Spirit and a demonic spirit and even the human spirit. The advantage here is that the common practice of some women moving from one place to another in search of ‘prophetic words’ or solutions to their problems or challenges is minimised. She has enough grounding in the solid word of God and confidence to approach God and make requests. She also discerns and knows whether any man of God is truly of God or not.

Counselling Ministry

Through this ministry LoSIN hopes to reach and touch the lives of many people who have problems ranging from personal, marital etc. We have seen the Lord intervene and change the situations of some members for better through biblical counselling. In the past two years we have been handling this ministry, we have seen people who had lost hope in life regain their hope through Christ Jesus.

Campus Ministry

LoSIN’s presence on campus is to prepare such potential career women for future so they do not lose sight of their God. (Deut 8:12-18.) 

This will be done through seminars and conferences which will address pertinent to life after campus addressing both spiritual and physical/social.

It is also to help brilliant but needy students financially so their academic aspirations will not be cut short.

Care Ministry

Matthew 25:26 says ‘I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' As the name suggests, LoSIN”s Care Ministry hopes to take care of the needy; to establish women with virtually no hope by putting them into various businesses and vocations. We also intend helping in other ways possible anytime the opportunity comes. Just like Jesus feeding the 5000 we hope to be blessed well enough to help others too. Jesus first fed the people spiritually and then topped it up with the physical act of feeding them. LoSIN has already given help to a number of persons in this regard.

Hospital Ministry 
This ministry, like the Care Ministry is also based on Matthew 25:26: ‘I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 

LoSIN hopes to take care of the sick i.e., the hospitalised; to visit and share God’s word with them and give according to their needs as well. In line with this LoSIN has made a donation to ---year old....... to assist him/her undergo a surgery which seeks to restore his health. 

LoSIN KIDS

As mothers we cannot do without our children. Members are encouraged to train up their children in the way of the Lord. LoSIN therefore has specially-trained, well-equipped members whose ministry is to take care of our children and provide godly counselling to them. They have open forums where they ask questions they have on their minds. Teachers teach them on relevant topics such as ‘Teenage years and its challenges’ etc.

In our short existence, members have benefitted.... There have been aside the spiritual gains, presentations on keeping our marriages/homes. Business and job opportunities have also come up for some members through the networking. A good number of women who hitherto feared to stand and speak in public have overcome these and now lead meetings without any shyness at all.

Many have developed their God given talents and are using these talents effectively. 

Through Prayer and counselling, a lot of testimonies; including marriages have been established.

Organisation 

Membership
LoSIN has over hundred (100) women in her network men are however not excluded from their gatherings. Members are women of varid and very significant professions in the society.
The head office is in Accra with a branch office in Tema. The vision is for LoSIN to cross border and reach out to all women both locally and internationally.

Meetings 

In the meantime, LoSIN meets  twice in a month. The first Thursday of the month to share fellowship and the first Friday of every month for an all night sessions where women wait on the Lord and express the desire to seek  him in truth and in spirit.

Leadership

LoSIN is headed by a President who is also the founder and the visionary Pastor Abena Boamah  Asare.  Abena Boamah Asare has been in ministry since 1996. She hosted Miracle Hour on Radio Univers for over six years from 1996 to 2002. As a university student she was part of the Christian leadership and held the position of Volta Hall President of the University Christian Fellowship of the University of Ghana between 1997 and 1998.
She ministers strongly with the prophetic and healing gifts being very evident in her ministry. Abena ministers in revival services and Christian programs in various churches, schools, universities and fellowships including Aglow International. 
Currently Abena co- pastors Powerhouse Foundation Ministry in Sakumono, Ghana with her husband, Rev. Charles Kwame Asare.  She is a licensed and ordained minister of the gospel and a recognised member of United Christian Church and Ministerial Association (UCCMA).
Abena holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Administration, Accounting option from the University of Ghana and an Executive Master of Business Administration from the Commonwealth of Learning.
The President is supported is supported this role by other committed members.

Future Plans
Looking at the benefits and impacts LoSIN is making in the lives of women it is a desire to establish a Centre where LoSIN would consolidate its work in the  six fold ministries. In the long term LoSIN will build a retreat centre where women from all walks for life will to have rest and enjoy the presence of their maker as they build their spiritual capital and also cater for the welfare of one another in their old age

In the short term LoSIN will set up a Secretariat from where it will run its activities in a more effective and efficient manner.
Sponsorship

LoSIN is a charitable organisation and able to operate through the monthly dues paid by members and voluntary contributions by members.
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