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RECLAIM CHILDHOOD 2012

SUMMER PROGRAM 

COACHING CLINIC

June 10th-June14th
OVERVIEW:

For our 2012 summer program, Reclaim Childhood is taking the next step in our effort to empower young women in Jordan through sport. We began in 2008 by creating a safe space for refugee girls to build self-confidence and leadership skills. This past year we made the connection between female empowerment through sports, and higher achievement in education by seeking scholarships for our female athletes in training. We ensured that one outstanding young Iraqi woman from our programs, Islam al Shamary, was able to attend Hashemite University to study International Relations. This summer, Reclaim Childhood is going one step further to form the missing link between talented, confident, education women, and the workforce. 
 Not only are we running a sports camp to foster fair play, teamwork and leadership among girls from underserved communities, but we have also selected 40 local young women to lead the program. Among them are Iraqi, Syrian, Palestinian and Jordanian young women who are either enrolled in University or have recently graduated. What they all have in common is the desire to break into Jordan’s male dominated workforce, but no previous work experience. These women will serve as RC community mobilizers to market, organize, and manage the camp activities, in addition to serving as positive roll models for Reclaim Childhood’s beneficiaries. 

To prepare these young women for their first job, Reclaim Childhood needs to run a one-week coaching clinic from June 10th-June 14th in the King Abdullah Sports Stadium. This clinic will train the women in teambuilding, leadership, and camp management skills. The aim is to prepare them to be the leaders of the program and strong role models for our beneficiaries. In addition we will run survey administration training and four Excel data entry trainings for the coaches. They will administer project evaluation surveys to the campers before and after camp, and learn to enter the data into Excel themselves. All together they will gain much in the way of work experience and marketable skills to put on their CV. We hope that this cohort of young women will represent Reclaim Childhood’s inaugural blow to the gender gap in Jordan’s workforce. 

SUMMER CAMP

	Dates
	Location

	June 24th- June 28th

	Princess Rahma Sports Facility

	July 1st- July 5th

	Hashmi Shamali Football Field (Affiliated with King Abdullah Sports Stadium) 

	July 8th-July 12th

	Hashmi Shamali Football Field (Affiliated with King Abdullah Sports Stadium)

	July 15th- July 19th
	King Abdullah Sports Stadium


OVERVIEW:

Reclaim Childhood: Sports for Girls by Girls (RCSGG) will be a series of 4 one-week sports camps targeting a total of 400 girls between ages 8 to 18, the majority of whom are living as refugees from Iraq and Syria in Zarqa and East Amman, Jordan. The sports camps will be held at three separate locations and include soccer, self-defense, basketball, volleyball, and squash activites. Local female Iraqi refugees and Jordanians who have recently graduated from college but have no previous work experience will serve as community mobilizers and coaches to market, organize, and manage the camp activities. Students from the American Community School and King’s Academy, a private high school founded by King Abdullah, will volunteer as assistant coaches to teach young girls how to play these sports for the first time. Each community mobilizer will lead a team of ten girls who will plan, practice, and compete together throughout the week. Girls will work towards preparing for the final competition at the end of the week. The camp will stress fair play, teamwork, cooperation, and GIRL POWER! RCSGG sports camps are designed to empower girls through sports to gain self-confidence develop marketable skills for young local women to close the gender gap in the workforce, and establish connections across divided communities. 
Why Sports? Why Girls? 
In Jordan and the rest of MENA, the workplace is especially dominated by men. In fact, female labor force participation rates in MENA are lower than rates in all other regions in the world. It’s not because women aren’t interested in working, but instead, culture creates distinct, separate spheres of life for men and women. The RCSGG sports camps intend to chip away at the existing gender barriers by providing the opportunity to women participate in traditionally male dominated activities. By celebrating the achievement of women in sports, RCSGG will help to build the sociological and psychological foundations necessary to celebrate the power of women in all aspects of life. In a wholly positive, new environment, young girls will learn to collaborate as a team, trust peers, take on leadership positions, and approach challenges with courage and confidence. 

In addition to empowering young females and combating the effects of PTSD, RCSGG intends to help recent female university graduates gain the necessary skills to succeed in the workforce. The forty community mobilizers who will lead teams of 10 girls each will be in charge of marketing the sports camps to their local community, signing young girls up for the camp, keeping attendance, entering attendance into an excel sheet, leading their team of girls throughout the day of activities, and participating in sports. Prior to camp these young women will undergo a weeklong coaching clinic, in which they will learn leadership, teambuilding, and sports coaching skills. Volunteers among these women will learn Excel data entry and survey skills, as they will enter the results of Reclaim Childhoods Program Evaluation survey administered to coaches, beneficiaries, and mothers before and after the program. From this multi-faceted experience, RCSGG hopes to provide transferable on the job skills that these women can use when applying to other jobs. Six months down the line, we hope to see a higher proportion of these women employed than the proportion of female graduates who find employment in Jordan today. Furthermore, the community mobilizers, will serve as role models to the young girls to inspire them to complete college and work afterward. 

Reclaim Childhood summer camps recruit American youth from High School and College to serve as mentors and leaders for our campers, because they too serve as positive role models for our beneficiaries. The majority of the girls who participate in our sports camp have missed years of education due to war and displacement from Iraq and turmoil in Syria. They are also discouraged from pursuing careers, and many do not engage actively with society either due to fear or cultural barriers to women in the public eye. These girls will benefit from coaches who value education, hard work, and respectful gender relations. 

Why Refugees?

Reclaim Childhood always seeks to extend the benefits of sport and play to the most vulnerable populations in Jordan. When RC was founded in 2008, our first summer program targeted displaced Iraqi girls. These girls were uprooted and needed the community that an organized sports program can build. They had also experienced trauma related to war and displacement, including torture and the loss of family members. Physical activity has been proven to aid in recovery from PTSD. In addition, RC’s sports program fosters the social support network that PTSD patients need for recovery and integration into the local community. 

In recognition that the majority of Iraqis remaining in Jordan cannot be repatriated due to continued turmoil in Iraq, and face small chances of resettlement, Reclaim Childhood has shifted our efforts towards their integration with the local community. This is why we have opened our programs to welcome Iraqis together with their local neighbors. Recently this has meant the inclusion of Syrian refugee women, to alleviate the stigma that they face and to and ensure that girls and young women can make the connections they need to continue living life while seeking asylum in Jordan.  

PAGE  
1

