Asha Bhavan Girls Hostel

Delhi India

What we do and whom we seek to help

World In Need International is a UK based Christian charity formed in 1991, as a response to the plight of the Kurdish people in Iraq who had been gassed by Saddam Hussein. We seek to help communities around the word through aid, education and trade. The founders had had extensive experience in other lands.  However, this new work was a turning point in that we felt that local people could and should be empowered to do the work of aid and development themselves. WIN has gone onto partnership with local institutions and churches in some 22 countries to empower local people. Each partner joins the organisation as independently registered and run, but agreeing to a number of accountability and policy standards. The International Director assists fields that are members to identify further goals and shares these with funding partners to help bring vision and resources together.

The project for which funding is requested and why we believe something needs to be done.

Funding is requested for The Asha Bhavan Boarding School for underprivileged girls who neither have the means or opportunity for an education.  There is a growing need amongst children who are living under very poor conditions because they are orphans, semi-orphans or abandoned.  These children deserve to be given the chance to be cared for and educated in order to give this generation hope for their future.  The practical result will be that by receiving education and health care the girls will be able to access better paid jobs, enabling them to escape from poverty becoming self-sustaining and more able to provide for themselves and their families.

The first stage of this project was the establishment of the boy’s home, the Ashray Bhavan hostel where the children are now in good health and attaining very high grades in their schooling.   

The second stage, Asha Bhavan for girls, will house 35-40 girls who will benefit in the same manner.  Mr Sanjay Verghese, who is part of the team in charge, also works for a hotel that supplies finances, food and bicycles for the children. 

Mr Verghese also seeks help from other hotels who give their support in the same manner.  The girls will attain skills, which they will be encouraged to use to maintain the project.  

We are looking for funding of three aspects of the project:

1. Costs of the building of the home for these girls. Part paid and needing another £50,000
2. Costs for the building of the school. These have been met by a grant from Equitable Trust of £50,000

3. Costs for staff and equipment of the school. No funds yet and needing £10,000

Budget and most recent audited accounts attached

Applicant’s track record and two independent referees

So far we have responded to emergency aid with the Kurds, which has grown into a widow’s violin making centre, child sponsorships and home building. In Baghdad we also run a child sponsorship programme, offering children schooling and regular food. We have built a children’s home in Delhi for slum children who are now excelling in their academic work. In Nigeria we have assisted in training women in cultivation of herbs for commercial work, in Kenya a school in Nairobi and HIV awareness training. Also in Ghana, Liberia and Sierra Leone HIV training goes on and self-sustainability projects developed.  In Afghanistan, we have established a Carpet Weaving Training Centre for widows who will then be able to use their skills to become self-sufficient.  The women will also be given literacy classes as part of the course.

References

On request

What funds have already been raised and any other sources of funding?

Money already invested and raised for the building of the school –

£13,300 cash already raised (Individual donations)

£14,000 to buy the land (borrowed)

£4,660
Spent on the boundary wall of the plot (Individual donations)

Money promised to the project –

£6,600 committed by Mumbai based businessman

£4,000 committed by a UK Foundation once 50% of money is raised

£4,000 Committed by local businessmen in Delhi
Where will ongoing funding be obtained when the Charity’s grant has been used?

Funding will be guaranteed because of the well-established child sponsorship programme that World In Need runs for 350 children in 14 countries.  The boys of Ashray Bhavan are all part of this programme and the girls would be sponsored in the same way.  Please see our web site, ww.winint.org for more details.

How will we measure the success of the project?

We will be able to measure the success of the project because of our personal and constant contact that we have with the main managers of this project.  They will be able to keep us informed with progress and give up-to-date reports.  School grades will be recorded and measured for improvement.  The children once completed their education and training will be placed in jobs in India.
The amount we are requesting.

We are requesting £50,000 towards the development of the hostel at Asha Bhavan for underprivileged girls.
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