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                        NORTHLINK PRODUCTIONS SUMMARY

The group comprises of youths trained on film production through filmaid international in collaboration with IOM (international organization for migration) 2011 & 2012 The group is currently registered with the ministry of gender, children and social services, with registration no.DGSD/TRKN/G/9129.The group is currently dealing with film, so as to provide a platform for the youth residing in kakuma and Turkana county to document and share their experiences through films and photography. They have been engaged in producing documentaries, short stories that are highlighting problems in community for the past one year. The group wants to invest their learned skills into local production that takes into account specific cultural, social, educational activities without ignoring cultural values thus making it more acceptable and effective to the local community. Our main agenda as a group is to sensitize and inform our community on various social issues that affect them daily. As a group, we are youths dedicated to serving our community.Generally, we have been trained on film and TV production for two years and therefore we are eager to make and producing films in the county despite the challenges we are facing. 
PROBLEM STATEMENT

NORTHLINK PRODUCTIONS – TURKANA COUNTY is a film production group that fully incorporates and wants to associate interested actors including comedians to join the theatre club. This group is providing a platform for the youth residing in Turkana County to share their experiences through films and photography. NLP is engaged on various productions i.e. documentaries and short stories that are highlighting problems in the community for the past one-year.

In Turkana County, there are large and critical gaps in knowledge and expertise, as well as in core craft and technical skills in the film and TV production field; Media: film and TV are the largest sectors. This has nothing to do with the talent and motivation of many young students in the sector, but it has everything to do with a lack of film industry-geared education and training within Turkana County in general. The county at large has a good number of young upcoming talents in all fields and particularly this field of film and TV production, we believe there are many interested persons who want to join this industry, and be able to do great, but they lack;

• Training in fundamental industry-recognized creative and production roles and competencies;

• Mentorship from seasoned industry professionals; and

• No meaningful work experience on quality production, which demands their best efforts.

The best way forward is to collaborate and share skills and resources. Some of you have cameras, some have stories, and others have audio equipment while some have vast experience. If we start to move in groups, we will progress tremendously and grow this industry in our county. Northlink productions is ready and on the right track to give tips 101 and creative techniques on film and TV production. Feeling it's the right time for us now to really consider utilizing this group for the right and relevant information that may help us grow from all aspects of film and TV production in Turkana County.

COMPLETE FILMS THAT WE HAVE MADE;

1.Nipe nafasi by Lucy Lonyia

2.Esekon dream by Josephat ekiru 

3.Raise and fall of Ekuwam by Pauline Losike

4.Never again by Lolibo Amos

The best film of the year Nipe nafasi, received an award in FilmAid film festival 2012 Kakuma.

Never again the second film in slum film festival 2012 in Nairobi

OTHER FILMS

1.IOM documentary 2011 by Amos lolibo and Josephat Ekiru

2.’’Rituals cut’’ FGM for UNHCR by all the team from host community.

3.’’LuaL and Leila’’,edited by Josephat Ekiru Lokuya

4.’’Too young to work’’-child labour,editor and cameraman Josephat ekiru lokuya

5.’’Healing the mind’’-persons with specific needs, cinematographer Josephat Ekiru Lokuya

6.’’Hope for life’’,children with special needs, cinematographer Josephat Ekiru Lokuya

7.’’Uongozi kwa wanawake’’-women leadership, cinematographer Josephat Ekiru Lokuya

8.’’You are not alone’’-a film about people living with stigma,cinematographer and Editor Josephat Ekiru 
ROLES PLAYED IN OTHER FILMS

Life in dilemma and lual and Leila. Amos played as an assistant director and Josephat ekiru as the editor. Lucy lonyia and as assistant editors.

RECENTLY PRODUCED FILMS ARE:

· ‘’The Edge’’ A Film directed by Ebenyo William Eloto

· ‘’Erian Amina Ka Amieda’’ a Turkana film about culture and love directed by Akolom Fredrick 

· ‘’Ng’akiyo Nakaduarak ‘’ by Cecilia Ewoi Namoita 

THIS YEARS’ AWARD FROM FILM FESTIVAL IN NAIROBI ARE;

· Best cameraman/cinematographer,Ebenyo William Eloto
· Best Drama and story by Akolom Fredrick
· Best Actor from the film ‘’Erian Amina Ka Amieda’’
The above group wants to invest in local production that takes to account specific cultural sensitivities, thus making films and in effect, the messages contained therein, are more acceptable and effective to the community. Recently the group, trained on how to create public service announcements (PSA) and it is still in the process of making more PSA's, to pass information to our community; to sensitize them.

We actually are making documentaries and short films here in Kakuma. In the year 2011, we have been sensitizing community on various issues by doing daytime screenings in the host community schools, villages and churches, to which films about sanitation, health and HIV/AIDS, child labor, Sexual and gender based violence (SGBV), were screened.

And the discussions were based on what are some of the challenges faced by women and girls that make them particular vulnerable to inequalities, what are strategies that are in place to empower women and girls, what are some other strategies that can be employed to ensure gender equity and also youth empowerment. Mitigating effect of climate change among others. We are looking upon to reach more people in an effective and understandable way, to all.

Northlink productions group will work with other interested groups in Kakuma, NGO’s, local community radio Atanayeche FM Radio, organizations, community leaders and members to identify emerging critical issues and therefore develop appropriate film messages to help educate and inform the population of concern as well as document projects for dissemination to media and the general public, for example the youth due to lack of jobs, they tend to expose themselves in drugs, crime, unprotected sex among others, which as a group need to address deeply.

CHALLENGES AFFECTING OUR PERFORMANCE AS A GROUP;
Having the potentials to invest in film and TV productions, the main problem, the group is currently faced with is lack of funds and lack of the appropriate equipment’s to effectively disseminate information to the community, We actually are making documentaries and short films here in Kakuma and Turkana county, using the few equipment’s we have to perfect our skills. As a group we intend to start theater group club in Turkana county.

Our great need, as a group is to see that we sensitize, inform and educate the community on issues that affect them daily. Last year June, we had started a program to actually teach a few youth individuals film, but lack of the equipment’s  prevented us from doing the entire project.

DEPARTMENTS IN OUR GROUP;

As a group we have formed a department or group comprised of young youths who are artists known as Turkcelebs,in this category we coach them with basics on how to do music, also we help them with making the song beats and instrumentals and prepare shows here in kakuma  and through this they use their talents, music art to earn a living. So far as a group we have shot a music video for Nippy K an aspiring artist here in kakuma. Also we are in the progress of forming a theatre group mainly consisting of actors within the county and finally A film production department.

As filmmakers in kakuma, Turkana County, we are willing and very ready to take this industry to the next step. Film and TV industry is believed to be one of the biggest sectors of media; talents are created, identified and explored. It is a means of creating employment to various talents, i.e, actors, scriptwriters, musicians, cameramen, directors, script supervisors and so much more
 Objectives and Activities; 
The following are the objectives that the group, actively uses to enhance it to perfectly achieve its goal;- 

• Developing the youth’s talents, skills and careers in the community. 

• Educating the youth through mass awareness. 

• Preventing the youth from human trafficking and child labour in the community. 

• Creating employment to the youth through their talents. 

• Promoting the youths talents through performing shows in the community as a way of helping them, to identify their talents in different fields i.e., music, drama and film industry. 

• Educating the youth on HIV/AIDS and drug abuse. 

• Educating the community through talents. 

• To promote peace and just among community members and youth through music and other talents. 

• To prevent the exploitation of human rights. 

• Promoting peace building and livelihood through film. 
CURRENT PROJECTS WITHIN OUR GROUP – ONGOING

1. Turkana culture film – a documentary film about our history.
2. Girl-child education

3. women empowerment.

4. Drama film; original language will be in Ng’aturkana and translated in English
5. TURK – Celebs, a section of our group that mainly deals with artists, we mentor and coach them on useful ways of using their music talents to earn a living.
As Northlink productions:

We are committed and dedicated, and therefore ready to pass our learned skills of film and TV production to other members of the community; Film to change the community.
Our mission and vision;

As filmmakers in Turkana County, our mission and vision is always strong and we are committed into building the film and TV industry, as a development tool. Our vision is seeing this County having the next largest sector, which is film and TV production; actually launching of the film festival in our county next year (TFF).
          Northlink Productions – Turkana County, Main head office, Turkana west, Kakuma, Kenya. Kakuma to Lokichoggio highway.Kalemchuch.

                                     Tel: +254 (0) 711264206/+254 (0) 724801854/+254 (0) 713828699. Email:northlinkproductions@gmail.com

Northlink productions is a community based organization/group that uses film to inform and sensitize the population of concern and the whole community in general. In Turkana County, Northlink Productions works closely with the community, in identifying critical issues that affect them daily, and we use film to address this issues, to a population of concern.
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